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had so recent an instance of the little use of a garrison that hath determined
us to permit no European soldiers -at any of our subordinates. All our heavy
cannon with most of the military stores must be withdrawn to Calcutta, but
if you should be of opinion that a few small carriage guns of one or two
pounders are necessary against sudden attacks of the mob, such may be kept
and those only. The garrison and factory charges have of themselves been
a load the Company can no longer support, without including the further one
of bad debts which have been contracted within a few years. We do not limit
these remarks to one factory only; Jugdea factory very lately furnished us
with an instance of abuse in the case of Messrs Baillie and Playdell11 hereto-
fore animadverted upon by us.
146.    Before we close upon this head, we must most earnestly recommend
to, the gentlemen of the Committee of Accounts that they be very attentive
to the various articles of durbar charges, charges of merchandize, and presents,
which we fear have been carried to much too high a pitch, that where they
cannot be abolished, they may at least be greatly restricted, and no new in-
croachments permitted, and in regard to the last article (presents) they must
always be applied for to the Presidency, the Chief pointing out what may be
most agreeable;  the  complying therewith must be  submitted  to  your  dis-
cretion, in full persuasion that a very differing plan of oeconomy than we have
heretofore experienced will be pursued therein.
147.    Dusticks have been scandalously prostituted to the great prejudice
of our revenue, equally iniquitous and detrimental to the Nabob.   Many just
regulations have at times been .ordered but never executed, so cheap has our
authority been held; however as we are determined never in future to pardon
disobedience, we shall once _more attempt to  lay down  such rules  as will
prevent abuses and preserve an harmony with the Mogul Government, for
this perhaps may have been one of the fatal crimes of your late calamities.
148.    We therefore order that the Custom Master do in future keep the
register of dusticks, and no dustick granted but on oath made by the party
demanding the same that the goods or merchandize specified be and are on
his own proper account, and that he does not directly or indirectly therein
cover the property of any of the natives of Bengal, free merchants or any
others, excepting our investments contractors bringing down our goods (but not
their own) and our covenanted servants, that the King or Moor's Government be
not defrauded of their just duties and revenues, that the said oath be tendered
by our Custom Master, who shall attest the same at one corner of the dustick
before it is presented to the President for his signing and sealing.   And in aU
respects when it' does not clash with our present- plan of regulations, you are
to adhere strictly to the rules and orders laid down in our letters per Somerset
and Pelham dated the 17th June 1748.
149.    A'declaration must be drawn up from your repeated standing orders
against the abuse of dusticks and let the saixie be published in the different
languages by the usual method of affixing at the fort gate, thereby to evince
the Government that such abuses 'were not only contrary to our knowledge
but to our repeated injunctions tand tfrders on that head*      "                       T
150.    The Marine Branch has hitherto been greatly confused, aixd tbo much
divided with'few or BO checks iix the most materi^b parts.   The Bombay